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                                                                                                                                          MPL T20 (2013) Report

HOWZAT!!!!!!!

Memon’s came, Memon’s played, Memon’s conquered!

A Grand Stand view of the 

Inaugural MPLT20 Cricket Tournament
by

Shahid Sangani 

BEHIND THE SCENES
18th Feb 2013, was a Historic day for the Memon’s all over the world, as Mr A.C.Saleem VP WMO Far East Chapter accompanied Captain of Far East Team Rizwan Gulam Bhoja and Captain of Europe Team Mohamed Ali Mohamed (Jonty) for the toss for the 1st ever Memon T20 International Match at the Sinhalese Sports Club Grounds (SSC) in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
While the first ball of the Tournament was bowled on 18th Feb, the ball started rolling for the MPL long before. The Brainchild and Passion of Far East VP A.C. Saleem, the original idea was mooted by him during a discussions among the VP’s of all the Chapters during the 10th AGM held in London in June’12. This was subsequently followed up with a proposal from the WMO Far East Chapter to the Executive Committee of the WMO, which was met with some scepticism and apprehension but was nevertheless approved at the Exco Conference call on 9th Oct 2012
4 months to organize an International Sporting Event is no easy task, made all the more difficult by the fact that none of the Organizers had ever done anything remotely similar to this. An Organizing Committee (OC) of 11, with the VP as Chairman was formed with the blessing of the 3 Far East Trustees and the preparation for the MPL began in earnest
The members of the OC were assigned specific tasks and Thursday weekly meetings were held to review progress and decision making

1. A.C. Saleem – Chairman, Funding and Player accommodation
2. Aslam Sattar – Secretary, Uniforms and Souvenir
3. Majeed Kareem – Treasurer and Finance

4. Shahid Sangani – Liaison with all other Chapters + WMO Officials

5. Anjum Asmath – Grounds, Rules/Regulations and liaison with Sri Lanka Cricket, Umpires and Grounds

6. Altaf Ismail – Printing & Trophies
7. Nasir Latif – Food and Refreshments

8. Saeed Mullah – Gala Dinner, Other events, and PR

9. Munnawar Mullah – Transportation

10. Kadeem Bhoja – Local Logistics and Grounds

11. Capt Ameen Mohamed – Score Board 

No detail was too small for the OC to discuss, all suggestions were considered with open mind. While there were disagreements and arguments, all was done in a good Team Sprite with the total focus to host A World Class T20 Tournament and set a Benchmark not only for MPL but for any WMO event.
Suggestions were called from all the Chapters for a “MPL Logo” and an entry from Pakistan Chapter was adopted as the Official Logo for the MPL.

All Teams were kitted in Coloured Playing Kits similar in colours of their respective National Teams 
Support of the Sri Lanka Cricket and the Umpires Association was obtained to draw up the Rules/Regulations and for getting International venues & Match Officials for all the matches 
Well Wishers and Businessman of the community were roped in as Sponsors, Advertisers and Donors to cover the cost of over US$ 125,000/ for hosting the event with Expolanka Freight International (EFI) coming forward as a Platinum Sponsor and Phoenix Industries Ltd as the Gold Sponsor 

The Exco was consistently kept updated of the progress and their advice and suggestions sought at all times. Pakistan Chapter pitched in by arranging the Cricket Balls for the matches and gifts for IYC 

All teams were hosted at Supun Apartments during the full duration of the Tournament for a total of 8 days with 3 fully furnished apartments of 3 rooms given to each team. All team Officials and members were hosted for 3 meals a day and Luxury AC Transportation from the Apartment to/from match venues was provided on all days 

Best use of Social Media was made with Face Book Page created for the MPL with daily regular updates of the events and matches given both through FB and Twitter. A visitor count of over 5,000+ was recorded for the FINALS which went to prove the success of the MPL among a Global Audience of Memons
Over 100 overseas gathered in Sri Lanka and together with Memon’s from Sri Lanka joined in person and spirit to support the teams through a fun filled and eventful tournament. The Tournament was a non-stop source of entertainment, goodwill and great fun. 
All the usual awards and presentation generally associated with International T20 Tournaments such as Orange Cap’s, Man of the Match, Most Sixes, Captain interviews sans the Cheer Leaders went to make the MPL T20 good as any other International Sporting event

An additional team of 40 volunteers from the Memon Youth in Sri Lanka came together during the last 2 weeks of the Tournament to support the OC and ensure a World Class Event and A Warm Sri Lankan Hospitality was afforded to all overseas Guest

MATCHES
Held from February 18th to 23rd in Colombo, Sri Lanka, the inaugural MPLT20 brought together teams from the six Chapters. Africa, Europe, Far East, India, Middle East and Pakistan came together in a superb show of sportsmanship and goodwill and played the game like the gentleman’s game it is.  

The round robin matches saw the 6 teams divided into 2 groups of 3 teams each with Group A consisting of Europe, Far East and India and Group B consisting of  Africa, Middle East and Pakistan. Each team played 2 games each and the Winners and Runners Up from each group advancing to the Semi Finals.

India outclassed Africa in the first semis by 60 runs while Pakistan won a resounding victory over Far East by nine wickets.  
India and Pakistan then pitted their strengths against each other at the Finals held at the Premadasa Stadium in Colombo, India taking the first lease of wicket could muster only 115/9 at the end of the 20 over’s, and Pakistan put on a superb display of skill and determination to trounce India and emerge worthy Winners of the Inaugural T20MPL 
The Award Ceremony was held at the Grounds soon after the finals with the WMO President Abdul Satar Dada as the Chief Guest and the rest of the Exco Members from overseas giving away numerous other awards. 

In total 9 games were played over 5 days with Thursday 21st Feb being the rest day. The 1st 2 days games were played at the Sinhalese Sports Club (SSC) and the last 3 days at R. Premadasa Stadium (RPS), both International Test and ODI venues.

All matches were officiated by Grade 1 Umpires Mr Ranmore Martinesz, Lyndon Hannibal and former ICC Test Umpire Asoka De Silva, ICC Match Referees and Board approved Scorers

Matches were played to ICC T20 rules with some modification to suit to the tournament needs

MATCH RESULTS
· Match 1 – Far East 135 for 8, beat Europe 98 for 7, by 37 runs. Man of the Match, Abdul Latif of Far East
· Match 2 – Pakistan 200 for 4 beat Middle East 87 for 9, by 113 Runs. Man of the Match Sheharyar Ghani of Pakistan
· Match 3 – India 119 for 6 won against Far East 117 for 8 by 4 wickets. Rahil Memon of India Man of the Match
· Match 4 – Africa 104 all out won against Middle East 102 for 5 by 2 runs. Salman Husain of Africa Man of the Match 
· Match 5 – India 108 for 5 beat Europe 76 all out by 109 Runs. Iqbal Muzaid Dabbawala (India) Man of the Match
· Match 6 – Africa 47 all out lost by 10 wickets to Pakistan 48 for no loss. Saad Pothiwala (Pakistan), Man of the Match
· Match 7 (SF 1) – India 159 for 8 beat Africa 99 for 7 by 60 runs. Man of the Match, Iqbal Muzaid Dabbawala of India
· Match 8 (SF 2) – Pakistan 87 for 1 beat Far East 87 for 7 by 9 Wickets. Man of the Match, Fahad Abdul Jabbar of Pakistan
· Match 9 (Final) – Pakistan1116 for 4, beat India 115 for 9 by 6 wickets to become the Inaugural MPL T20 Champs. Fahad Abdul Jabbar of Pakistan carrying away the Man of the Match for 20 runs and 3 wickets for 11 runs
MPL AWARDS
· Most Valuable Player of the Tournament – Sheharyar Ghani of Pakistan for 201 Runs, 2 Wickets and 1 catch
· Highest Number of Runs - Sheharyar Ghani of Pakistan for 201 Runs

· Highest Number of Wickets – Fahad Abdul Jabbar of Pakistan for 10 Wickets

· Most Number of Sixes - Sheharyar Ghani of Pakistan

· SPIRIT OF MEMON – Fair Play Award – Middle East Team
Of course the biggest winner was the International Memon Community which in its history has never had an International Event of this magnitude and served the greater purpose of providing an opportunity for Memons from around the world to meet and forge bonds within the community
FELLOWSHIP DINNERS

All 6 teams were hosted for a Fellowship Dinner on February 17th which allowed the Players and Officials to mix and mingle on relaxed terms with the teams that would be their rivals for the rest of the tournament. Photo season was arranged where all teams in full playing Kits were photographed. A Team Management Briefing was also held, with ICC Match Official Ranmore Martinesz Making a presentation of the Rules and Regulation pertaining to MPL T20 and answering questions from the team management   

This was followed by a second Fellowship Dinner on February 21st where all overseas delegates, including the WMO President and WMO Far East Members had the opportunity to meet and mingle with the teams.  Guests of note included the South African Ambassador and his wife.    

GALA DINNER

The Grand Finale of the MPL was the Gala Dinner hosted by the Far East Chapter for all the teams and overseas delegates at the Kingsbury Hotel in Colombo. Sri Lanka World Cup Winning Captain Arjuna Ranatunga graced the occasion as the Special Guest 
The Highlight of the evening was The Charity MPL BAT Auction. The special BAT signed by all the 6 Captains was auctioned among the Invitees with the proceeds from the Auction going to the Children’s Ward of the Cancer Hospital. After a round of hot bidding ably facilitated by Master of Ceremonies Sameer Yunoos, delegates from Africa Chapter carried away the Bat for a whopping US$ 8,000/ demonstrating the Philanthropy of the Memons in no small way
Tokens of Appreciation were presented by Africa and Middle East Chapters to the Organizing Committee in appreciation of Organizing and Hosting the MPL T20 at the Gala Dinner
FROM THE BOUNDRY LINES

In order to make best use of the opportunity with a large foreign participation, the organizers also arranged 3 other events, of which the “International Youth Conference” was a Big Crowd puller
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE – IYC’13

An event long time in the waiting finally took place with the gathering of a large number of youths from all over the globe for the MPL. Originally slated only as a launch of the International Youth Wing this was later expanded into a bigger event due to the overwhelming desire of the Global Community of Memon Youths both Male and Female to be a part of the Youth Wing.

Close to 100 youth deliberated and shared their experience of the Youth Wing Activities at the chapter level and the future plans in an open and friendly atmosphere. 
· South Africa - 13

· UK  – 03

· India – 09

· Dubai – 03

· Sri Lanka – 35

· Pakistan – 31

This was followed by a Brainstorming facilitated by Mr Irshard Halaldeen a renowned HR Trainer where the participants were divided into 6 groups and each group given a Topic relevant to the future of WMO and the Youth Wing. From these deliberations, the Youth made presentations to the WMO Officials including the President WMO Abdul Satar Dada their suggestions and ideas for future action for both WMO and the Youth Wing. A very interactive session followed where questions were asked and answers given both by the Youth and WMO Officials in a relaxed and open atmosphere
A Chairperson from each Chapter was selected to head the Youth Wings of each Chapter, with a Chairperson then being selected from amongst them to head the International Youth Wing.  

· Africa – Dr. Hanief Moosa

· Europe – Faisal Iqbal Bhesania

· Far East – A.G. Abubucker

· India – Zubair Chasmawala

· Middle East – Muhammad Salmaan

· Pakistan – Arsalan Nara

· International Youth Wing Chairperson – Arsalan Nara 
The Highlight of the day was a Question & Answer session with former Sri Lanka National Cricket Team captain and current team member Kumar Sangakkara.  Superbly moderated by Sameer Yunoos, unlike a traditional presentation with audience as silent participants, the Q&A format allowed a very active interaction between Kumar and the Memon Youth. Another difference was, the Q&A was not so much about Cricket, but more about Kumar’s own involvement and experience in Charity work mainly through his own Charity “Sangas Bike for Life”. Kumar who is much loved for his amiable personality and brilliant on field performances spent time with the Memon Youth, sharing his experiences and talking to them about the importance of community endeavours and striving to be the best one can be and of course the PHOTOS and AUTOGRAPHS. 

In appreciation of his time with the Memon Youth and in recognition of the work carried out under “Bike for Life” program in the war ravaged North East of Sri Lanka, a cheque for Rs 250,000 was presented by Far East Chapter Vice President A.C. Saleem to Kumar on behalf of Memon’s of Sri Lanka and this was followed by a pledge of US$ 2,000 from Africa Chapter 
The Conference brought together many dynamic and charismatic youth from around the globe, all eager to play a part in the shaping of the international Memon community’s future success.

Comprising students, young professionals, community volunteers and leaders, the IYC’13 provided an excellent forum for networking, sharing and learning, while also giving the older generation a pleasing glimpse of the capability and enthusiasm of our youth.  

EXCO MEETING

The WMO took hold of this opportunity to hold its Executive Committee Meeting during the week long cricket tournament.  Several issues were discussed at the meeting and decisions taken:
· Activation of the North American Chapter

· Approved the proposed expansion of the MITI – Total cost of Expansion US$ 520,000/
· Approved the acquisition of a new office premises for Pakistan Chapter – US$ 350,000/
· Approved the acquisition of a office premises for India Chapter – US$ 250,000/

· Approved the release of the of balance commitment of US$ 550,000/ to Memon Medical Institute (MMI) in Karachi, Pakistan

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

At Board of Trustees Meeting held on 23rd Feb 2013, , the representative delegates pledged a total of US$2.6 million for Zakat for 2013.  Of this amount, US$ 1.20M each was pledge to Pakistan for Education and to India for Housing and other projects. 
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